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The City of Ionia: Michigan’s Emerging Business Hub

Welcome to The City of Ionia
If your business is looking to expand or relocate, the City of Ionia is 
ready to welcome you. Convenient to transportation hubs, a highly 
skilled, energetic workforce and plenty of diverse business and 
manufacturing space available, from industrial and manufacturing to 
mixed use, Ionia is an emerging business region with a lot to offer.

What Ionia Has to Offer
Ionia offers a wide array of opportunities for business of all 
sizes looking for expansion or a new home. It boasts a vibrant 
downtown corridor that is well suited for small businesses and 
retail establishments as well as a new industrial park with more 
than 23 acres available for new development that will accommodate 
a wide range of uses, from general office to light industrial and 
manufacturing including: research and design, compounding, 
laboratory, processing and assembling; warehousing and more.

Easily Accessible
Ionia boasts three separate parts of town making it ideal for most 
any kind of business. In addition to the industrial park, its vibrant 
Downtown is perfect for retail while its Steele Street corridor offers a mix of residential, recreational and commercial 
development. Ionia sits at the crossroads of turnpikes M-66, and M-21 and is just 9 miles north of I-96, halfway between 
Grand Rapids and Lansing, making it a sought-after location.  

Business Friendly
The City is very pro-business, highlighted by a cohesive partnership 

between the City of Ionia, Ionia Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Ionia Downtown Development Authority. Ionia has also invested 

in its infrastructure and local commercial zones to become an 
attractive location for businesses of all sizes. The City is home to four 
correctional facilities and levies a local income tax (1% resident, .5% 
non-resident) which has allowed Ionia to have a lower-than-average 
real property tax rate. In addition to being extremely affordable with 

the average home valued at $127,376, the City also offers a young, 
but talented and educated talent pool. 
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Existing signage welcoming visitors to the downtown Business District.

Airport Access:
Ionia County Airport 4.2 Miles
 Grand Rapids 
International Airport 32.2 Miles
 Capital Region International 
Airport (Lansing) 36.4 Miles
 Detroit Metro Wayne 
County Airport 129 Miles

Port Access:
Great Lakes Port (Muskegon) 73 Miles
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LOCAL ECONOMIC GOALS

For an economic development strategy 
to follow best practices put forth by the 
Redevelopment Ready Communities 
program, the individual objectives must 
tie back to one or more of the local 
goals and goals identified in the regional 
context. Each of the goals put forth in 
this strategy meets this criterion. In the 
City’s recently adopted Master Plan, it has 
identified several goals in several areas. 
These are:

A. Residential Land Use
Goal 1 
Maintain and improve the quality of 
existing neighborhoods. Promote, 
preserve, and improve the living 
environment of the residential areas of 
the City and provide a variety of living 
choices to serve the needs of various age 
groups and life stages.

B. Commercial Land Use
Goal 1
Create a vibrant, active downtown which 
retains its historical architectural character 
while being responsive to contemporary 
trends in amenities and services.

Goal 2
Maintain and enhance the appearance 
and function of the Lincoln Avenue (M-
21) corridor.

Goal 3
Continue efforts to improve the 
appearance and function of the M-66 
and Dexter Street Corridor within the 
City limits by addressing vehicle access, 
landscaping, street furniture, signs, and 
turning movements.

LOCAL & REGIONAL GOALS44

The pedestrian and bikeway bridge over South Dexter Street welcomes visitors to Ionia.
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 » Electrical
 » Heating, Ventilation, and Air 

Conditioning (HVAC)
 » Plumbing
 » Welding
 » Woodworking

Prisoners have full days of training and 
classroom instruction intended to mimic 
a typical workday outside prison walls, 
and they receive state and nationally 
recognized certifications in their trade. It 
is a model program, with one other men’s 
Vocational Village in a correctional facility 
in another community, and a women’s 
Vocational Village to follow.

STRATEGIC ADVANTAGE

Ionia’s strategic advantage is proximity to 
the Grand Rapids and Lansing markets 
combined with its low cost of living. Its 
real estate values are very affordable in 
comparison to Grand Rapids and offers a 
good number of amenities for residents 
and businesses. The City leverages the 
presence of the four correctional facilities 
and headquarters of a regional financial 
institution by levying a 1% income tax. 
This has allowed the City to have a lower-
than-average real property tax rate. 

LARGEST EMPLOYER

Ionia is home to four state correctional 
facilities, employing roughly 1,200 
employees ranging from corrections 
officers and administration to medical 
care professionals and maintenance 
staff. The cumulative budgets of these 
facilities add up more than $110,000,000 
annually. The four facilities are:

 » Bellamy Creek Correctional Facility
 » Ionia Correctional Facility
 » Richard A. Handlon Correctional 

Facility
 » Michigan Reformatory

Combined, they house more than 
5,000 prisoners ranging from medium 
to maximum security. The Richard A. 
Handlon Correctional Facility is home to 
the first-of-its-kind Vocational Village. 
When operating at full capacity, the 
Vocational Village has 165 vocational 
trade students, 27 vocational trade tutors 
and 12 building trade workers. Prisoners 
are trained in one of several areas:

 » Automotive Repair
 » CNC Machining
 » Construction Woodworking

Main Street in downtown Ionia at dusk.


