CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
7:00 PM, TUESDAY – December 3, 2019
CITY HALL
COUNCIL CHAMBER
CALL TO ORDER
Mayor Daniel Balice called the regular meeting of City Council to order at 7 PM and led with the
Pledge of Allegiance.
ROLL CALL
Roll call revealed Councilmembers Jeff Winters, Gordon Kelley, Tim Lee, Richard Starr, Tom Millard,
Janice Gustafson, Troy Waterman and Mayor Balice present. Councilmember John Milewski joined
at 7:50 PM.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Planning Commissioner Ted Paton asked Council for guidance and input concerning upcoming
decisions that will be made regarding medical marijuana facilities.
Pete Sanford, owner of Steele Street Brewing, encouraged councilmembers to attend the next planning
commission meeting regarding medical marijuana facilities and zoning.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
It was moved by Councilmember Millard, seconded by Councilmember Kelley to approve the
November 5, 2019 regular meeting minutes.
Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Winters, Kelley, Lee, Starr, Millard, Gustafson, Waterman and Mayor
Balice
Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED

NEW BUSINESS
Approve – Revisions to Policy No. 1-013 – Property Taxes – Poverty Guidelines
The City Manager reported that Public Act 206 of 1893, as amended (General Property Tax Act)
requires municipalities to set the poverty guidelines and asset guidelines to be observed by Boards of
Review in determining if a property owner should be granted an exemption from paying property
taxes on an owned property. Although the Statute states that municipalities must follow the federal
poverty and asset guidelines it does not adopt them by reference but instead requires the local
governing board to adopt the guidelines from time to time.

The City Assessor has recommended that Council approve an update to thecurrent policy for use by
the Board of Review.
It was moved by Councilmember Kelley, seconded by Councilmember Winters to amend General
Policy 1-013, Property Taxes – Poverty Guidelines establishing updated poverty guidelines and
poverty asset guidelines for 2020 assessments as required by PA 206 of 1893, as amended.
Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Kelley, Lee, Starr, Millard, Gustafson, Waterman, Winters and
Mayor Balice
Nays: None
MOTION CARRIED

Approve – Amended Fairgrounds Lease Agreement Extension – Free Fair Association
City Manager Jason Eppler reported that at the November meeting, Council approved a 5 year
extension to the current lease agreement between the City and the Free Fair Association for the
property owned by the City located north of the river which comprises the majority of the fairgrounds.
The lease agreement previous to the current lease agreement which is being extended included the
City owned property located on the south side of the river (on Riverside Drive and commonly known
as the south parking lot). When the current lease agreement was entered into, the Free Fair
Association Board was no longer interested in leasing the south parking lot property. The Fair
Association Board has changed its mind and now would like to resume leasing the south parking lot
property (Parcel ID#34-204-800-000-005-20).
Based on this request, the amendment to the 2015 lease has been revised to include the south parking
lot property.
It was moved by Councilmember Millard, seconded by Councilmember Gustafson to grant the request
received from the Free Fair Board and approve the revised “Amendment to Agreement between City
of Ionia and Ionia Free Fair Association, Inc.” extending the current lease agreement until January 1,
2025 for City owned property which comprises the fairgrounds and authorize the City Manager to
sign the Amendment on behalf of the City.
Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Lee, Starr, Millard, Gustafson, Waterman, Winters, Kelley and Mayor
Balice
Nays: None
Abstained: Milewski
MOTION CARRIED

Approve – Polling Location Changes
That City Clerk reported that due in large part to a lack of space and privacy available at Watt
Auditorium, she is requesting that Council approve a change in permanent polling location to the
Armory. She stated that the City is not currently meeting minimum requirements for spacing and
number of voting booths. One booth per 80 registered voters is recommended (58 booths for all 4

wards) but at a minimum one booth per 300 voters is required (16 booths). At Watt the current
available use is 10 booths for all 4 wards at an absolute maximum. Each tabulator requires a 10 foot
privacy clearance in all directions and the City is not currently meeting that requirement.
Furthermore, security of voting equipment and dependability as far as access to the facility are of
concern.
After ranking several potential facility options, the Armory seems to be the most promising polling
location. Polling locations are required to be in a publicly owned or 501-c3 run facility and must be
ADA compliant. A central location within the city limits is preferred. Ideally all 4 precincts will remain
within the same polling location. Access to and security of the facility are of utmost importance.
The State requests that a site map plan and ADA-compliance checklist are submitted via QVF, the
Clerk’s online portal. There are two requirements for permanently changing a voting location. The
first requires some form of written notice sent to each individual household in the form of an ID card,
postcard or letter which informs voters of the polling location change. The second requirement is that
a notice of location change is to be posted on the door(s) of the previous polling location.
As required by the State, each household will receive some form of notice of the permanent location
change. A sign will be posted on the doors of Watt Auditorium on all 2020 election days to inform
voters of the new polling place address. Additionally, the information will be included in the City’s
quarterly newsletter which is mailed out in January and will also be posted on the City's website.
It was moved by Councilmember Kelley, seconded by Councilmember Lee to approve the Armory as
the City’s permanent polling location with the change effective immediately.
Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Starr, Millard, Gustafson, Waterman, Milewski, Kelley, Lee and
Mayor Balice
Nays: Winters
MOTION CARRIED

MAYOR AND COUNCILMEMBER COMMENTS
Waterman: Encouraged everyone to attend the upcoming Hometown Holidays events.
Millard: Publicly thanked everyone who attended Jani Millard’s retirement party. He specifically
acknowledged Karen Bota of the Daily News for a well written article and the City for the Public
Safety plaque presented to Jani.
Starr: Thanked Jason and each department for arranging and giving tours of Dial-A-Ride and Public
Safety.
Lee: Explained that Planning Commission members are faced with challenging processes and when
dealing with especially tough decisions, considering what’s best for the community is always priority.
Kelley: Suggested that contrasting lighting be used in the post office box island on Washington.

Milewski: Stated that his reason for abstaining from voting for the Free Fair agreement is because he
missed the discussion as he came in late due to attending his son’s Christmas concert.
ADJOURNMENT
It was moved by Councilmember Starr, seconded by Councilmember Millard to adjourn the regular
meeting at 8:10 PM.
By Voice Vote:
Respectfully submitted:
Ally H. Cook, Clerk

MOTION CARRIED

